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Opening Hymn:   1.What child is this who, laid to rest, 

On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet With anthems sweet 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, 

The babe, the Son of Mary! 

 

2  Why lies he in such mean estate 

Where oxen now are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear; For sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through; 

The cross he’ll bear for me, for you. 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

The babe, the Son of Mary! 

 

3  So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

Come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings Salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high; 

The virgin sings her lullaby. 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 



The babe, the Son of Mary! 
P: Praise the Lord for his steadfast love!  

C: Tell the wonderful things he has done! 
P: Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name. 

C: Praise the Lord for his steadfast love! 
P: Make known his deeds among all nations. 

C: Tell the wonderful things he has done! 
P: Sing to the Lord sing praises to him. 

C: Praise the Lord for his steadfast love! 
P: Be glad that we belong to him. 

C: Tell the wonderful things he has done! 
P: Let all who worship the Lord rejoice. 

C: Praise the Lord for his steadfast love! 
P: Go to the Lord for help, and seek his presence continually. 

C: Tell the wonderful things he has done! 
 

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

 
P:  O God, you once made this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light.  
Having come to know the mystery of that Light on earth, we pray for the fullness of his 
heavenly joys.  Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

Repeat the Joy....A Festival of Scripture and Song  

 
Deuteronomy 6:20-23 

20 In the future, when your son asks you, “What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and 

laws the LORD our God has commanded you?” 21 tell him: “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, 

but the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 22 Before our eyes the LORD sent 

miraculous signs and wonders—great and terrible—upon Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole 

household. 23 But he brought us out from there to bring us in and give us the land that he 

promised on oath to our forefathers.  

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive its King; 

Let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
And heav'n and nature sing... 

 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 



While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy... 

 
He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness 

And wonders of his love... 
 

Psalm 77:11-15 
11 I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago. 12 I 

will meditate on all your works and consider all your mighty deeds. 13 Your ways, O God, are 

holy. What god is so great as our God? 14 You are the God who performs miracles; you display 

your power among the peoples. 15 With your mighty arm you redeemed your people, the 

descendants of Jacob and Joseph.Selah  

Hebrews 1:1-4 
1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various 

ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 

things, and through whom he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and 

the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had 

provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So he 

became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.  

Hebrews 2:1-4 
1 We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not 

drift away. 2 For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and 

disobedience received its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore such a great 

salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those 

who heard him. 4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of 

the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.  

 
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 
Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king. 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

The Christmas Gospel…”A Great and Mighty Wonder” 



 
Luke 2:1-19 KJV 

 
 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all 

the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of 

Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from 

Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Beth-

lehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his 

espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 

were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 

wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for 

them in the inn. And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory 

of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, 

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For 

unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall 

be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, Good will toward men. And it came to pass, 

as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let 

us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath 

made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe 



lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was 

told them concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which 

were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her 

heart.  

 

 
A great and mighty wonder, a full and holy cure: 

The virgin bears the infant with virgin honor pure! 
  Repeat the hymn again: 

"To God on high be glory and peace on earth to men!" 
 
 

The Word becomes incarnate and yet remains on high, 
And cherubim sing anthems to shepherds from the sky. 

  Repeat the hymn again: 
"To God on high be glory and peace on earth to men!" 

 

 
While thus they sing your monarch, those bright angelic bands, 

Rejoice, O vales and mountains, and oceans, clap your hands. 
  Repeat the hymn again: 

"To God on high be glory and peace on earth to men!" 

 

 
Since all he comes to ransom, by all be he adored, 

The infant born in Bethl'em, the Savior and the Lord. 
  Repeat the hymn again: 

"To God on high be glory and peace on earth to men!" 

 
The Christmas Day Sermon 

 

SERMON "Our Peace is Established" (Luke 2:14) 

 

 

2  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and 

plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3  No more let sins and sorrows grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 



"Wonders of His Love”…Melody: “From Heaven Above” 

With angel choirs we join to raise 
To God the Father highest praise, 

By whose strong Word all things were 
made, 

The wonders of his love displayed. 
 

By love God's Son was sent to earth, 
Child of a wondrous virgin birth. 
For sinners all, that life he gave 

And rose triumphant from the grave. 
 

The Spirit of the Lord draws near 
To sanctify God's people dear. 

Where Christ's forgiving pow'r is known 
The wonders of God's love are shown. 

 
Most wonderful of all-believe 
That life eternal they receive 

Who place in Jesus Christ their faith; 
With him they too shall conquer death. 

 

 

 
The Prayers 

 
A Litany of Wonder 

 
P: Light erupts o'er Bethlehem town; angels sing and trumpets sound 

C: As heaven spills upon the hills and shepherds tremble on the ground. 
P: An aging woman, past her prime, begins to nurse her baby boy 

C: As Zechariah softly chants of God, the King, and earthly joy. 
P: Across the desert Magi gaze upon the star so long foretold 

C: And gather up their kingly gifts of myrrh, frankincense, and gold. 
P: While Joseph, near the stable cave, lifts up his eyes to heav'n above 

C: And Mary holds the Baby close, pond'ring on Wonders of God's Love. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 
Benediction 

 

 



 

 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

1  O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep And dreamless sleep The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears Of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 

 

2  For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, The angels keep Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing To God the King And peace to all the earth. 

 

3  How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

S o God imparts To human hearts The blessings of his heav’n. 

No ear may hear his coming, But in this world of sin 

Where meek souls will Receive him still, The dear Christ enters in. 

 

4  O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin And enter in; Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 

Oh, come to us, Abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

 

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93, abr., alt. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

A very blessed Christmas to all 

from the Resurrection faculty and 

staff. 

 

Join us on Thursday, December 31st, 

for a New Year’s Eve service with 

communion at  

7:00 p.m. 

 
 

 


