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Opening Hymn: 712 Delay Not! Delay Not! 
 

In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom 
no secrets are hidden. 
Amen. 
I confess that I am by nature sinful. I am guilty of many sins. 
I am distressed by the sins that trouble me. 
For all this I am sorry. I pray for forgiveness. 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love. 
 
Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are 
forgiven.” His death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the 
whole world. Do you believe this? 
Yes, I believe. 
By the authority of Christ, I forgive you your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  



Psalm 138: Why do the Nations Conspire 
 

Psalm Prayer 
Lord, we bow down to you in thankful praise. You have made your 
ways known to both lowly and great on the earth. You have not 
abandoned the work of your hands, but instead you have redeemed 
us through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 
Passion History  Mark 15:16–47 

16 The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the 
Praetorium) and called together the whole company of soldiers. 
17 They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of 
thorns and set it on him. 18 And they began to call out to him, “Hail, 
king of the Jews!” 19 Again and again they struck him on the head with 
a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to 
him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe 
and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 

21 A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and 
Rufus, was passing by on his way in from the country, and they 
forced him to carry the cross. 22 They brought Jesus to the place 
called Golgotha (which means “the place of the skull”). 23 Then they 
offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And they 
crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what 
each would get. 

25 It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The 
written notice of the charge against him read: the king of the jews. 

27 They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on 
his left. 29 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their 
heads and saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the temple and 
build it in three days, 30 come down from the cross and save 
yourself!” 31 In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law mocked him among themselves. “He saved others,” they said, 
“but he can’t save himself! 32 Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, 
come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” 
Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 

33 At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon. 34 And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my 



God, why have you forsaken me?”).  
35 When some of those standing near heard this, they said, 

“Listen, he’s calling Elijah.” 
36 Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a 

staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s 
see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said. 

37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 
38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 

39 And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw 
how he died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!” 

40 Some women were watching from a distance. Among them 
were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of 
Joseph, and Salome. 41 In Galilee these women had followed him and 
cared for his needs. Many other women who had come up with him 
to Jerusalem were also there. 

42 It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So 
as evening approached, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent 
member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of 
God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 44 Pilate was 
surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the 
centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. 45 When he 
learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to 
Joseph. 46 So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, 
wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then 
he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw where he was laid. 
 
Hymn of the Day: 425 Go to Dark Gethsemane 
 

Sympathy 
Luke 23:26–34 

26 As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, 
who was on his way in from the country, and put the cross on him 
and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of people 
followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 
28 Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For the 
time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, 



the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 
30 Then 

“‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” 
and to the hills, “Cover us!”’ 

31 For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will 
happen when it is dry?” 

32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to 
be executed. 33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they 
crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the 
other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by 
casting lots. 

 

Offering 
 

Hymn: 433 God Was There on Calvary 
 

O God our Father, by your mercy and might the world turns safely 
into darkness and returns again to light. 
We place into your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved 
problems, and our unfulfilled hopes, knowing that only what you 
bless will prosper. 
To your great love and protection we commit each other and all 
those we love, knowing that you alone are our sure defender; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: 434 Upon the Cross Extended 
 
Please join us in the fellowship hall following the service for 
refreshments and fellowship. 


